AW3(NAC) James Mentink

VS-37. Jim was born in Sacramento 15 December 1955 and joined the Navy out of high school. He perished when his S-3A took off from Cubi Point and flew into the side of a mountain on 2 November 1978. Another departed shipmate, STGCM (AW) Dennis Avery said it best at the time:
"AW3 Jim Mentink, had just gotten married prior to departing San Diego with VS-37 on their first S-3A cruise and his first cruise in the navy. Jim was very excited to be in the squadron. He was extremely motivated and wanted to be a good SENSO. He was eager to learn and was always asking questions. He was well liked by all in the squadron as were his crew mates. Their loss was a devastating blow to us all. The USS Constellation was in Subic for an extended port call and Jim's crew was scheduled for an early afternoon low level navigation flight around the local area. They departed Cubi Pt to the west in a climbing turn to the left. Entering the overcast they must have gotten disoriented and impacted the mountain to the north of Subic Bay." (Copied from www.findagrave.com)

The obituary on the following page was published in The Peninsula Times Tribune 10 November 1978:
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James Mentink Jr.

Funeral arrangements are pending for James
Mentink Jr., 22, of Sunnyvale, a Navy airman who
was killed in a plane crash in the Philippines Nov. 2.

Mr. Mentink was an aviation antisubmarine war-
fare operator assigned to missions flown from the
aircraft carrier Constellation. The Navy jet in which
he was flying Nov. 2 crashed into a mountain.

Mr. Metink was born in Sacramento and attended
St. Martins School in Sunnyvale. He was graduated
in 1974 from St. Francis High School in Mountain
View, where he had played saxophone in the band.

After graduation he worked for Sunnyvale Hard-
ware Store and in 1975 enlisted in the U.S. Navy.

Mr. Metink was an Eagle Scout and a member of
the Knights of Columbus.

He is survived by his wife, Patty, of San Diego; his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. James Mentink of Sunnyvale;
two sisters, Teresa and Cheryl, of Sunnyvale; two
brothers, Michael and David, of Sunnyvale; his
paternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Men-
tink, of Seattle; and maternal grandparents, Mr.
and Mrs. Felix Risse, of Sacramento.

The family prefers memorials be donations to the
St. Francis High School band.




